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Greetings
from Earth:
pOp over
for a barbie

Richard Macey

]
THERE were pleas of desperation,
hopes from the heart, and
invitationstovisit, ifanyone is i
passingthisway.
A girl from Horsham, Victoria,
asked about alien abductions. ]

“Please take my brothers!” she
begged. “Takeyour pick.” A
Melbourne man threw open an L
offer for abarbecue. He added, of
course, thatit would be “BYO
meat and beer”. u
Atnoonyesterday 25,880
messages from the people of this
world were beamed to another via
NASA’s Tidbinbilla space tracking
station, outside Canberra.
Some 20 years fromnowthey 1
should reach Gliese 581 d.
Discovered in 2007, it was the
first planet found circlingin the
“Goldilocks” or “habitable

COSMIC DISPATCHES

»“Smile :) Humans are naive
and fragile. We are not
evolved to understand
everything.”

Tommy, Adelaide

»*‘Hi there: sorry about

The Outer Limits; hope you
enjoyed / Love Lucy."

Fred Mason, Roberts Creek

zone” around another star,
where itis neither too hot, nor
too cold for life as we know it.
Submitted from peoplein 199
countries, the messages were
collected and beamedinto space
to mark National Science Week.
Castle Cove Public School’s
class4M made ajoint request to
anyinhabitants of the planet: “If
youareouttherepleaserespond.
We want to be friends. We are all
different and we can’t wait to
meetyou.” A Daptoresident
sought adate: “Cute single
Earthling seeking tall, dark and
handsomeGliesian...I'm happy
to meetin anice parkorfield.”
PetraEvans, ofManly,wrote: “I
am from Australia, planet Earth,
where the water is warm, the sun
shines, and the people are
friendly and welcoming.”
One Melbourne man asked:
"Have you got my missing
£ ithe G




